
 

Subject: Geography  Assessment Y3/4    

YEAR 3 UNIT 3  –  Coasts   
KS2 Programmes of Study  
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a 
range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of 
geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to:  
Locational knowledge  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

• Place knowledge  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 
North or South America 

 
Human and physical geography  

• describe and understand key aspects of:  
o physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
o human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 
features studied  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world  

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

KS2 Purpose  of Study  

• A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about 
the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should 
equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 
processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to 
deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of 
the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s 
features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time 

 
Attainment targets 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 
processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
Schools are not required by law to teach the example content in [square brackets]. 
 
Aims 
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial 
and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these 
provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of 
the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and 
change over time 

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through 

experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
o interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, 

globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, 

numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 



Knowledge, skills and concepts 
In this unit, the children will:  

• Extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include more of the UK  

• Name and locate (some) counties and cities of the UK  

• Learn about key topographical or physical features of coasts to understand how some of 
these aspects developed, are hanging now and have changed over time  

• Understand similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography 
of a region of the UK (SW England) and a region in a European country (Costa Blanca, Spain)  

• Describe and understand key aspects of the human geography of coasts, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity and safety 

• Consider tourism, as both an economic and a pleasurable activity  

• Think about the future and the effects climate change, rising sea levels and pollution, 
especially by plastics, are already having. 

Key Questions  

• Have you been to the seaside? 

• What is the coast of South West England like? 

• What natural features can I see beside the seaside? 

• What other features and activities can be seen around UK coasts? 

• Do we like to be beside the seaside? 

• Which sort of seaside would you choose? 

Key Vocabulary  
Sea, waves, seaside, coast, coastline, strandline, compass point, N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW, beach, 
sand, dune, rocks, cliff, location, holiday, resort, tourist, tourism, Benidorm, Mediterranean 
Sand, rock, beach, cliff, industry, fishing, harbour, physical features, human features including 
settlement, economic activities, tourism, region, peninsula, reef, coral, Great Barrier Reef, Australia, 
bleaching 
Erosion, deposition, tides, storm, resistance, power (of the sea), Antarctica, cruise. Revisit geographical 
vocabulary already introduced – beach, cliff, bay, etc. 
Port, dock, harbour, shipping, sea fisherman, trawlerman, trawler, human activity, reclaimed land, 
economic activity, trade, sea food, rock pool, shells 
Climate change, rising sea level, inundation, archipelago and any of the vocabulary already introduced, 
St Lucia, Seychelles, Maldives, Galapagos 

Assessment overview  

• The assessment opportunities included in Rising Stars Geography are planned to have 
maximum impact on pupils while adding the minimum burden to teacher workload. Each unit 
has a key assessment opportunity which links with the Rising Stars Geography progression 
framework that is cross-referenced to the National Curriculum. It also links to the information 
contained in the Curriculum Coverage and Progression Charts. These assessment 
opportunities will enable the teacher to monitor progress made by individual pupils and 
review areas where the class or groups excels, or where areas of learning need to be revisited, 
developed and consolidated in a different context. 

• Formative assessment opportunities are integrated throughout the units. Some are informal 
and depend on the use of talk, eavesdropping on pupil-pupil discussion, or teacher-pupil 
conversation, checking that geographical vocabulary has been acquired, is understood and can 
be used correctly (associated with visual images where relevant). These opportunities check 
understanding, identify misconceptions, enable direct feedback and allow for adaptation 
without unnecessary elaboration or differentiation 

• Finally, an online end-of-unit quiz is also included in each unit. By their nature, these usually 
test retention of what has been taught, rather than geographical knowledge and 
understanding, although they could be used by the pupils as research exercises and challenges 
beyond the direct scope of the unit. They can also provide the teacher with a quick check on 
where an aspect of learning needs revisiting and reinforcing 

A range of tasks throughout the weeks provide assessment opportunities, such as: formative baseline 
assessment of concept of ‘seaside’ (Week 1); written piece about the coast (Week 2); informal 
conversation and use of vocabulary while engaged in activities (Weeks 3 and 4); understanding, 
interpreting and comparing photographs (Week 3); discussion while preparing the Big Finish; and asking 
summative questions (Week 6). 
The children will be acquiring geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and enquiry as they work 
towards being able to answer the Unit’s key question: Do we like to be beside the seaside? 

Cultural  
Capital  

Opportunities  

1. Protecting the environment – contact Fylde Council  - see if an environmental  officer could talk in person or via MSTeams to the children – on local strategies  
For example 

• Costal Strategy – the protection of the Dunes and Beaches   



• Recycling strategy  

• Conservation  and Heritage  
 

2. Contact Living Seas North West  - to discuss their marine conservation project – Fylde Sand Dunes  
  https://www.livingseasnw.org.uk/what-we-domarine-conservation-projectscommunity-engagement/fylde-sand-dunes-project 

Watch their live seal cam  
https://www.livingseasnw.org.uk/marine-life/live-seal-cam/watch-our-live-seal-cam 

3. Contact AKS school  – can they run a beach study day for you – linked to the conservation of the Sand dunes  
4. Larger locality – look at  the rejuvenation of  Blackpool  

 
a.  https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Residents/Planning-environment-and-community/Documents/Blackpool-Masterplan-Draft-Regeneration-Strategy.pdf 
b. https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Your-Council/Creating-a-better-Blackpool/Blackpool-Council-plan/Blackpool-Council-plan.aspx 

 
Key Assessment Opportunity 
Key area assessed in the Rising Stars Progression Framework  
 
Geographical Knowledge  

• Name and locate (some) counties, cities and geographical regions of the UK and recognise their identifying human and physical characteristics.  
Geographical Understanding  

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including: coasts.  

• Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use.  

• Establish an understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes (e.g. sea, coast, tourism).  
Geographical Skills and Enquiry  

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

 
Assessment - Task in week 6 
 
Children will answer the question: 
Who likes to be beside this seaside?  
 
The children will research a specific coastal area of 
their choice (possibly from the suggested list), and 
think about the sorts of people it is suitable for, who 
might be attracted to live there or visit it. They will 
then promote this coastal area by making either an 
estate or travel agent presentation (including a poster 
or brochure) aimed at these people or a promotional 
television advert.  
 

Working towards expectations 
Progression Framework statement:  

 
1. Locate some physical environments in the UK (e.g. 

use a copy of a map of the British Isles and/or 
Google™ Earth and locate seaside locations they 
have visited).   

2. Recognise different natural features such as coasts 
and describe them using a range of key vocabulary 
(e.g. coastal and seaside features). 

3.  Identify and sequence (some) different human 
coastal environments (e.g. contrasting settlements 
on the coast/by the seaside, such as a village and a 
city). 

4.  Recognise features and some activities that occur 
in different settlements using a range of key 
vocabulary (e.g. settlements and activities 
associated with the coast). 

NOTES  on children  
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5.  Describe how some physical processes can cause 
hazards to people (e.g. tides). 

6. Recognise that there are advantages and 
disadvantages of living in certain environments (e.g. 
dangers of the sea – tides, cliff falls; tourism). 

7. Use an atlas to locate where they live in the UK and 
the seaside locations they have visited (e.g. use an 
atlas to locate places in an atlas using the contents 
page). 

Working at Expectations  
Progression Framework statement:  

1 Locate and describe some human and physical 
characteristics of the UK (e.g. use a copy of a map of 
the British Isles and locate and label the main British 
seaside locations they have visited).  

2 Use simple geographical vocabulary to describe 
significant physical features and talk about how 
they change (e.g. features of coasts). 

3  Identify and sequence a range of seaside/coastal 
settlement sizes from a village to a city.  

4 Describe the characteristics of settlements with 
different functions, e.g. features, settlements and 
activities associated with coastal towns, 
tourism/ports/docks. 

5  Understand how physical processes can cause 
hazards to people.  

6 Describe some advantages and disadvantages of 
living in hazard-prone areas (e.g. dangers of the sea 
– tides, cliff falls, erosion, flooding).  

7 Use an atlas to locate the UK and locate some major 
urban areas; locate where they live/have visited in 
the UK (e.g. seaside/coastal places they have 
visited). 

 

Working at greater depth 
Progression Framework statement:  

1 Locate and describe several contrasting physical 
environments (e.g. use Google Earth and/or a copy 
of a map of the British Isles and locate and label the 

 
 
 
 
 



main seaside resorts; add the names of coastal 
settlements they have visited).  

2 Use geographical vocabulary to describe significant 
physical features and talk about how they change 
(e.g. coastal features).  

3 Describe the distinctive characteristics of 
settlements with different functions and of different 
sizes (e.g. features, settlements and 
leisure/economic activities of coastal/seaside 
settlements).  

4 Offer reasons why physical processes can cause 
hazards to people.  

5 Offer explanations for the advantages and 
disadvantages of living in hazard-prone areas (e.g. 
the effects of rising sea levels, erosion, flooding, 
against the benefits of tourism and environment).  

6 Use an atlas to name and locate a range of cities 
and counties in the UK (e.g. use an atlas with 
confidence to locate places on the coast such as 
seaside resorts and coastal locations, places of 
leisure and economic activity, and coastal places 
they have visited). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment notes / evaluation – include SEN / PP next step learning and areas that need more focus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Working below expectations  Working within Expected Standard Working above expected  

Target  14 – 20% 
(no more than 2 children) 

80 %- 86% 20% 

Term 1    

Term 2     

Term 3    



 


