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Remote Learning Updates  
 

25th January 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been a really tough three weeks of lockdown for us all.  
 
As a working mum I really felt the strain and pressure last week. My own 3 children are currently ‘remote 
learning’. I have one in his final year of university who for the last two weeks has been participating in 
his final exams, (well the COVID version, which are open book and each individual exam lasts for 48 
hours!)  He finished on Friday night to receive his next assignment on Saturday morning and is now 
trying to write his dissertation in our conservatory! My middle child is attempting to study for his A levels 
and as a result online from 8:30 – 4pm each day and my youngest is also trying to access home 
schooling. It is extremely challenging and as a mum I feel very guilty that I can’t support with their home 
learning as I would like!  
 
Last week was ‘meltdown week’ in my house… the internet was intermittent, which after further 
exploration wasn’t helped by the fact that we had 49 devises trying to connect. Who knew that ‘Smart 
TV’s, Alexa’s, IPads, Phones, laptops, etc. were all trying to connect at the same time??   
 
I know from my own family’s experiences how hard things are at the moment for us all. All the staff in 
school like you, are trying to juggle their job, support their own children with remote learning and 
generally survive the pandemic. We are really feeling the strain and just like you all, are not able to 
juggle everything perfectly!  We like many of you are also struggling with our mental health and 
wellbeing, having good days and bad days.  
 
The point of writing today is to reach out, to let you know that we truly understand that times are very 
challenging, we recognise that we are all experiencing a personalised journey through this pandemic. 
We understand the stresses, the challenges, the guilt of trying to split yourself in two to deliver the 
remote learning and work from home. Firstly, can we just reassure you that remote learning cannot be 
viewed as home schooling? Home schooling is a choice, where you as a parent consider, plan and you 
are your child’s teacher in whatever form you choose. This is an unprecedented emergency situation 
impacting on the whole world. Remote Learning is at best, distance learning.  In reality all we can all do 
is our best and take a day at a time. Please do not let school work put additional pressure on you when 
you are trying to hold down jobs, earn a living and keep your children safe.  
 
As we have previously said this is a ‘best endeavours’ approach and your best is good enough. We 
think you are doing an amazing job, we know it is far from ideal and not what any of us want but we all 
just have to take it a day at a time and do the best that we can. 
 
As previously promised we constantly review and evaluate the remote learning provision that have put 
in place. Remote Learning for us is a steep learning curve, with many constraints and logistical 
nightmares. The biggest challenge that faces us as a small school is our staffing levels, which 
unfortunately are not a factor we can change. So whilst in an ideal world, like some of our larger local 
primary school neighbours, we would look to divide our staff into teams. Whereby, some would cover 
remote learning and some in house learning, with just four teachers and part time teaching assistants 
we are having to split our time between the two. As a smaller team we really are doing our best to meet 
the needs of all of our children, for us every child matters.  
 
We have further developed the remote learning provision to support you as parents, taking on some of 
your feedback and ideas. We have increased live learning sessions, including story times, listening to 
home readers, separate phonics sessions for each cohort in the infants and live speaking and listening 
opportunities in the juniors. We have further developed communication by re-introducing the class dojo 
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system for parents and in Key Stage 2 we have introduced weekly written feedback to the children to 
run alongside the ongoing daily feedback. 
 
Whilst we will always listen to and appreciate your personal views on remote learning, it is impossible 
to facilitate all your needs. Like you we will adopt a ‘best endeavours’ approach and support you and 
your child to the best of our ability at this time.  
 
We have attached the updated remote education guidance. We ask that you please read this carefully 
as a number of changes have been made.  
 
Finally, we may be closed to lots of pupils at this time but we are still here emotionally for all of our 
families. If you need support…..a chat……a virtual cuppa, ….a cry ….. we are here!   
 
Katie Ashworth our new Family Learning Mentor is contactable via her email;- 
 
katieashworth@singleton.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact her at this time. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Amanda Clayton  
 
Head teacher  
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