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Aim To encourage the children to see that a victorious team displays certain qualities. These are listed as the Fruit of the Spirit. We may not ever win an award, but if these qualities are in our lives, we are winners!

Bible Story:

Galatians 5:22-23 New International Version (NIV)
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 New International Version (NIV)
Unity and Diversity in the Body
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Story pointers - Fruit of the Spirit • Read the passage Galatians 5:22-23 focusing particularly on, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance (courage), kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” • Galatians 5:22-23 lists the qualities that make us winners! • Love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control...all these impact other people and make a difference to those around us. What about us? • Sometimes we don’t feel like being loving, kind, etc! How do we manage our behaviour when we feel like that? • We can ask God to help us with all these things. • In a team, showing all these qualities is essential! Story pointers – Colossians • Ask a child to read the verses from Colossians 3:12-13 which states: “Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” • The Bible says that we should clothe ourselves with kindness, gentleness, and patience. It says we should put on a forgiving attitude. • As we are careful in choosing what clothes to wear, we must be just as careful about choosing our attitudes. What about us? • What would happen if we got straight out of bed and went to school? We would look rather silly going to school in our pyjamas. Sometimes in the morning, when it’s cold and we are tired, it is a big effort to get dressed! We have to make an effort to put on our clothes.
In the same way we won’t naturally be compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, patient and forgiving – we need to make the effort to ‘put these things on’ every day. • We need to ask God to help us to have these attitudes and to behave in these ways. We then need to think about these things during the day and try to put them into practice.

Craft!
Cut different sizes of heart shapes out of thin craft foam, or card and provide pens, stickers and ribbon. Ask the children to stick the hearts on top of each other in order of size to give a slightly 3D effect. You may wish to encourage the younger children to simply decorate the hearts whilst older children may like to write a message on their hearts as well as decorating them with the pens. Attach a loop of ribbon to the back so the hearts can be hung up. Invite the children to think of someone that they would like to give their heart decoration to; this might be to tell the person that they love them or to encourage them in some way. https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/368591550755095992/ 

[image: This layered heart banner in pinks and red is simply gorgeous for Valentine’s Day or for a bridal shower or wedding reception. It can be customized in the colors you want. It looks stunning as a fireplace mantel decoration.]
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teams is more than winning and raising
trophy! There are many things that make

of the Spirit and encouragement. We will
notice that sometimes what the world
sees as successful is not the same as
success in God's eyes.
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Create a colouring sheet with the following words on: love, joy,
peace, forbearance (courage), kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control, or use this version from the Flame Creative:
Blog:  hitpi//flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2014/08/fuit-of:
‘spirit-reflective-colouringhtml_ Give the children coloured pencils
or felt pens and invte them to colour in the qualiies that they feel
they already have, leaving uncoloured the things that perhaps need
more practice.
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