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Bible Story: 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 New International Version (NIV)
Unity and Diversity in the Body
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
Story pointers • The passage describes the church as a body. • The body isn’t just a team of things working together. Rather it is joined in a way that every part is dependent on the other parts! • Each part of the body is important. The foot cannot do what the ear can do! But it would be silly if the ear and foot were jealous of each other! • God has placed the parts of human body together; each part cannot function on its own. He has also placed us together in the same churches and groups. He has given each of us special skills to contribute. • It’s important that we take care of all the parts of our bodies. Similarly, this passage reminds us that we need to take care of each other too; if one person is suffering, the rest of the group suffers too. What about us? • Sometimes we can look at other people and wish that we were like them. We need to remember that God made us how we are and that we are special. • Sometimes we can feel jealous of other people and their talents. God doesn’t want us to feel like that. He wants us to enjoy the gifts that he has given to us. • God wants us to care for each other. If someone needs help, God wants us to help them. If someone does something well and achieve something, God wants us to be happy and celebrate with them
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Give each child a piece of A4 card and ask them to fold it in half lengthways. Then give each child a piece of A5 card and ask them to fold that in half length-ways also. Ask the children to cut the end of the folded A5 card to a point (as shown) and then attach the ‘tower’ behind the folded piece of A4 card to make a traditional church shape. Attach it so that the A4 piece opens by lifting up the bottom like a birthday card. Ask the children to draw the front of the church with doors and windows, etc. Talk to the children about members of your church and ask them to draw and label some of them inside their card, e.g. Sue welcomes people, John sings in the music group, Ian prepares refreshments.
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Wite out the word TEAM in large bubble letters on a big piece of
‘paper. Ask your childrento colour the letters in and draw pictures of
themselves around the edges. Ask them to write ( younger children
‘may need some help) any words they can think of to do with Teams’
around the edges of the letters also. Comment on how well they
worked to decorate the letters.
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WEEK TWO  This week we will consider that, as
followers of God, our team goes even
deeper than just working together using
our gifts and talents. We are described as
one body! The key Bible passage is from
1 Corinthians 12, and we will look at the
importance of everyone playing their part
from the oldest to the youngest; from the
weakest o the strongest.
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