Wed Week 1
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				         1
Today Roald Dahl is known as a famous children’s author. But during his life he was also a boxing champion and a fighter pilot, and he invented a machine that saved thousands of children’s lives.

Roald was born in 1916 in Cardiff, Wales. He lived with his Norwegian parents, one brother and four sisters in a grand house with acres of farmland. Every summer the whole family travel led to Norway to visit Roald’s grandparents. While the rest of the family went out in their boat, Roald sat on his grandmother’s lap, listening to her wonderful stories about witches and giants and magic. He was spellbound.

When Roald was only three years old, two very sad events happened. His sister Astri became very ill and died. Then three weeks later, his father also died. Little Roald felt terribly sad and lonely.

By the age of six, Roald was already a bit of a daredevil. Instead of simply walking to school, he liked to hurtle along on a tricycle right down the middle of the road!

He was always up to mischief. One day he decided to play a trick on the owner of the local sweet shop. All the children called her a witch because she had long, dirty fingernails and a cross, witch’s voice. While his friends kept her busy, Roald slipped a dead mouse into one of her jars of sweets. But somehow she discovered who had played the trick and told his headmaster. Roald’s punishment was a terrible beating. When his mother saw the bruises she vowed never to send him back to that school again.

But Roald had to go to school somewhere.

Roald was sent to boarding school in England. Desperately homesick, he lay on his bed groaning and clutching his stomach, pretending to be ill. It worked! The school matron sent him home. Unfortunately, he could not fool his own doctor, who sent him straight back to school again.

Even during the holidays Roald could not keep out of trouble. One day his oldest sister took the whole family for a ride in their new car. From the back seat Roald shouted at her to go faster and faster, and she did. She drove so fast that the car spun out of control and crashed. Roald was thrown through the windscreen and landed in a ditch. His nose was almost sliced off.

Some how his mother managed to hold his nose in place with a handkerchief until they got home. Poor Roald had to lie on the table while the doctor sewed it back on.
