First read this explanation of simple, compound and complex sentences.
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Simple
A simple sentence consists of one clause:

They now get on well.

Compound
A compound sentence has two or more clauses usually joined by and, or, or but (co-ordinating conjunctions). The clauses are of equal weight (they are both main clauses):

Thousands of bombs were dropped on the city and many people were killed.

Each clause can stand alone as a separate simple sentence:

Thousands of bombs were dropped on the city.
Many people were killed.

Complex
A complex sentence consists of a main clause which itself includes one or more subordinate clauses:

Michael’s father was away fighting in the army when his son was born.

The subordinate clause is dependent on the main clause and does not stand alone:

Michael’s father was away fighting in the army. (A simple sentence)
When his son was born. ( does not stand alone)

Some commonly used subordinating conjunctions:
after, before, since, until (time sequence)
as, when, while (time duration)
where, wherever (place)
if, unless, in case (condition)
(al)though, if, even though, whereas (concession)
because, since, for, as (reason)
to, in order, so as to (purpose)
so, so that (result)
as, like (similarity)
whereas, while (contrast)
except, save that (exception)

